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DivisiON OF ScIENCE RESOURCES STUDIES
The Division of Science Resources Studies ( SRS) fulfills the legislative mandate of the National Science
Foundation Act to ...

provide a central clearinghouse for the collection, interpretation, and analysis of data on scientific and
engineering resources and to provide a source of information for policy formulation by other agencies of
the Federal Government...

To carry out this mandate, SRS designs, supports, and directs periodic surveys aswell as avariety of other
data collections and research projects. These surveysyield the materials for SRS staff to compile, analyze, and
disseminate quantitative information about domestic and international resources devoted to science,
engineering, and technol ogy.

If you have any comments or suggestions about this or any other SRS product or report, we would like to hear
fromyou. Pleasedirect your commentsto:

National Science Foundation

Division of Science Resources Studies
4201 Wilson Blvd., Suite 965
Arlington, VA 22230

Telephone: (703) 306-1780

Fax: (703) 306-0510

email: srsweb@nsf.gov
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Officer, Richard J. Bennof (Arlington, VA 2000).
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SRS data are available through the World Wide Web (http://www.nsf.gov/sbe/srs/stats.htm).
For moreinformation about obtaining reports, contact pubs@nsf.gov or call (301) 947-2722.
For NSF's Telephonic Device for the Deaf, dial (703) 306-0090.




LETTEROF TRANSMITTAL

Dear Mr. President,

It is my honor to transmit to you the statistical report, Federal Science and Engineering Support to
Universities, Colleges, and Nonprofit Institutions: Fiscal Year 1998, in accordance with the National

Science Foundation Act of 1950, as amended.

Respectfully yours,

RitaR. Colwell
Director

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500



FOREWORD

Institutions of higher education, the major source
of the Nation’s scientists and engineers, perform about
one-haf of the Nation's basic research. Therefore,
thelevel, distribution, and characteristicsof Federa aca-
demic support are of much interest to officials at Fed-
era, state, and local levelsandin nongovernmental sec-
tors.

The National Science Foundation Act of 1950, as
amended, requires that the Foundation “ . . . initiate
and maintain a program for the determination of the
total amount of money for scientific and engineering
research, including money allocated for the construc-
tion of thefacilitieswherein such research is conducted,
received by each educational institution and appropri-
ate nonprofit organization in the United States, by grant,
contract, or other arrangement from agencies of the
Federal Government, and to report annually thereon to
the President and the Congress.”

To fulfill thisrequirement, the Foundation has uti-
lized the data collection system originally designed by
the Committee on Academic Science and Engineering
of the Federal Council for Science and Technology.
The Foundation annually collects statistical datafrom
the 19 Federal agencies that account for virtually all

support for science and engineering (S& E) research
and development at educational institutions. Data are
also collected on these agencies’ obligations to non-
profitinstitutions.

Sinceitsinception, thissurvey system hasbeen the
sole source of dataon Federal funding toindividual in-
stitutions for S&E activities and therefore attracts a
wide audience. These data provide information that
enables users to examine patterns of support for indi-
vidual institutions over time and to compare such pat-
ternswith those of other institutions.

We are grateful for the continued cooperation of
theresponsible staff membersin the participating agen-
cies, and we appreciate their effortsto assist usin en-
suring the quality of their data submissions.

LyndaT. Carlson

Director

Division of Science Resources Studies
National Science Foundation

March 2000
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